English 10
Spring 2011


Ms. Marks
Welcome to English 10!  What is this course all about?  The course is essentially about different genres: we will focus on close reading strategies as well as examining tone and theme in order to analyze texts and the differences between genres.  
Goals for the course and semester:

· To become close, strong readers

· To recognize what tools authors use to achieve their purpose
· To understand the differences between the various genres: Drama, Fiction, Non-fiction and Poetry
· To examine tone and theme
· To become sophisticated, clear writers
· To write consistently with increasing clarity, focus, and purpose

· To develop stylistically as a writer, to make deliberate choices about what you write and how you write it

· To gain a set of strategies and skills for approaching a text and writing assignment

· To apply appropriate strategies as you read and write

· To become effective speakers and listeners

Reading:  We will read a great deal in this course.  Much of what we do stems from your reading and your interaction with the reading material.  Be sure to keep up with your reading assignments!
Tentative major works for the course:

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller

· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
· Various poems
· Various non-fiction pieces
· Independent Novel
Some of the major works will have supplemental companion pieces – short stories, essays, articles – that are meant to help us see how different writers from different perspectives, using different genres or forms, express similar ideas. We will be focusing a great deal on non-fiction pieces.
It is crucial that you maintain a binder for the materials you receive, as we will refer back to them throughout the course.  See What You Should Bring on the following page.

You will be responsible for reading one novel independently.  This novel must be teacher and parent approved.  It will be read independent of our instruction.  More details will be provided in the course at a later time.
In addition, you will be assessed on your summer reading novel.  The date for his assessment is Tuesday, March 1, 2011.
As we study the literature in the course, we will focus on the following:

· Recognizing and establishing point of view
· Analyzing character and setting relationships

· Understanding how social, historical, and cultural context affect the text
· Identifying a central theme across texts

· Comprehending characteristics of different genres

· Differentiating literary characteristics appropriate to a given genre
Writing:  During this semester, we will continually practice writing in order to master paragraphs that will lead to clear and purposeful essays.

There will be two core writing assignments for the course (each are worth 10% of your overall English grade):

Literary analysis

Genre Apprentice- students will imitate an author within a specific genre
Our writing goals for the semester include the following:

· Clear, focused paragraphs and essays

· Effective thesis statements

· Precise topic and refined sentences

· Analysis (explanation and elaboration) that supports the claims made in the thesis
· Effective transition use

· Evidence of attention to grammar conventions and sentence constructions

· Development of a clear writer’s voice that is appropriate to the task or mode of writing

· Writing with purpose and clarity, thinking about the choices that good writers make

· Employing some of the stylistic choices that writers make (as practiced and read in the works we studied)

Late papers:  I do accept papers after the assigned due date, but you will receive a 5% deduction for each day that the paper is late, including weekends, up to two weeks after the due date.  Beyond the two weeks, you will receive a zero for the assignment.  See my Late Paper Policy for more details.

Grades are based on a point system.  The larger or more involved the assignment, the more value the assignment will have.  The majority of your grade (approximately 70%) will come from work that I assess and grade for knowledge and understanding, not just completion.  This includes essays, quizzes, analyses, projects, etc.  A smaller percentage of your grade (approximately 30%) will come from work that I check for completion or progress, such as steps in the writing process.  I strongly recommend that you regularly check Infinite Campus so you will always know where you stand in the course.
What you should bring to class every day:

· An open mind, cheerfulness, and eagerness
· A willingness to share your thoughts and ideas and listen to the thoughts and ideas of others
· A binder divided into 6 sections – one section for each of our major works and a section for grammar/conventions/literary devices. 
· You should keep all of the handouts that are given to you, as well as the work that you complete for this class.
· Your binder will be checked regularly
· Notebook paper for your binder
· Pens, pencils, highlighters, and post-it notes
· Your student planner to keep track of your assignments
What I expect of you:
· Respect for us, your peers, all faculty and staff, and yourself

· Regular attendance with the proper materials

· If you are absent, it is your job to talk to me   to determine what you missed in class and what work you will need to make up.

· Preparation for class: complete your homework, finish your reading, study for your quizzes, maintain your binder, submit your essays on the due dates, etc.

· Regular use of your student planner

· Willingness to participate, even when you are unsure of the answers

· Positive participation in large and small groups

· Adherence to the school rules, including those related to absences, tardiness, cell phones, harassment, appearance code, and food/drink.  See your student planner for school policies.

· I-pods are not to be used in class unless specified
What you may expect of me:  You may expect the same of me, in addition to my time before school, after school, or during my planning period (3rd block) if you need help.  I am here to ensure your success in this course.  Please let me know if you ever have any difficulties in the course and how I may help you.  You may reach me at emarks@cbsd.org. 
Most importantly, I want you to thrive in this course – to see the richness in the literature, to sense the relationships we have with literature, to develop a true writer’s voice, to gain confidence as a reader/writer/speaker, to measure the strides that you make in this course, and to walk away from English 10 with the satisfaction that you worked your hardest and did your best. 
My website address is: http://www1.cbsd.org/sites/teachers/hs/emarks 
*This syllabus is subject to change
Late Paper Policy

My _____________________________________________ paper that was due today, ________________________ (day, month, year), is now considered late.  My reason for not having my paper on the assigned due date is

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

I understand that I will receive a 5% deduction for each day, including weekends, that my paper is overdue, up to a 50% deduction.  After ten days from the due date, my paper will no longer be accepted.  The last possible day that Ms. Marks will accept my paper is ______________________________________.

I acknowledge my responsibility for completing my assignment and turning it in to Ms. Marks in a timely manner and realize that my paper grade is directly impacted each day that the paper is not submitted.

Student signature:  ________________________________________________________________

Date:  ______________________________

Teacher signature:  ________________________________________________________________

Date:  ______________________________

Parent signature: __________________________________________________________________

Date:  ______________________________
