10th Grade Academic: Core Assessment #1

Literary Analysis 

The Crucible
You will be writing a literary analysis pertaining to one of the themes that runs through The Crucible. Use the knowledge we have gained over the past few days in class in order to write a thorough analysis using the TREET paragraph format. Both your theme and your thesis should be approved by me before starting your rough draft.

Checklist:

Grabber/Hook that makes the reader want to read on _____

General/Background Information given in introduction (Title and author of text worked in smoothly) _____

Clear Thesis (Do I know exactly what you are going to talk about in the rest of your paper? Remember your introduction/thesis should be a “road map” for the rest of your paper)  ______

Usage of at least 6 direct quotes from the text (2 per paragraph) ______

Clear topic sentences and refining sentences for each paragraph ______

Clear lead-ins and analyses for each of your direct quotes _______

Quotes are embedded (combined with your own words to continue proving your point) ______

Clear closing sentences that tell me how each of your points/paragraphs relates back to your thesis ____

Conclusion: Thesis is restated in different words _______

Main points are summarized (points driven home one last time) _____

Tie everything all together- go out with a bang! ____

Literary analysis papers aim to focus your thinking about a text and give a venue through which to express either the journey to an opinion or the validity of the opinion itself.

Instructions 
1. A thesis-driven paper is structured around a central thesis or argument about a text you introduce at the beginning of the paper.  

2. Brainstorm your ideas and narrow your focus to one element or angle of the text. Begin your research. Take notes and always keep track of your quotes in MLA format. Since you only need to use the text itself, go through the piece again, making notes of where you plan to draw from for textual evidence in your paper.

3. Begin writing your paper. Your paper is thesis driven, so be sure you present it clearly at the end of your introduction in the paper.

4. Keep your writing in a style and voice that feels natural to you. A literary analysis paper doesn't have to be dry, and you don't have to sound like you smoke a pipe and wear blazers with elbow patches. However, you shouldn't use vulgarity of any kind or be overly familiar. Have fun and be playful in your writing. Include a variety of sentence styles and structures.
5. Assume the reader of your paper has read the text you're talking about and don't summarize the plot. Literary analysis isn't a book report. If you use summary, do it only as a support for your central thesis, and keep it brief. Use literary terminology to help you write effectively about what an author is doing, and keep your paper focused on analysis.

6. Keep your quotes accurate and use parenthetical documentation. Keep all quotations in line with MLA style.  

7. Reread your paper several times. At least once, read your paper out loud so that you can hear your mistakes. When you have at least one complete draft of your paper,  give it a title. Always give your essay a title that clearly conveys what the paper is about; if it's catchy too, that's a bonus.
Possible Essay Topics (you may choose one of these, or, if you prefer, choose your own topic to write on):

Essay Topics

1. The Crucible is not so much a dramatization of “witch hunting” as it is an illumination of human weakness, hypocrisy, and vindictiveness.  Examine the play for all three elements, providing solid support from the text.

2. Explain how The Crucible attacks the weaknesses of Puritanism, yet also highlights some of its finest strengths and values in the lives of individual characters.  

3. The play uses the “trial” situation as a dominant metaphor for the action of the entire play.  Discuss various “trials” dramatized in the play, noting the appropriateness of this metaphor to the overall work.

4. Much of the force of the play derives from irony, or a pointed discrepancy between appearance and reality.  Identify at least three instances of irony in the play, and explain how each contributes to the overall effectiveness of the drama.

5. Among the many subjects explored in The Crucible are guilt, hypocrisy, the nature of authority, courage, justice, and hysteria.  What is the single most important subject in the play?  (You may choose one not on this list, as well.)  Support your choice with specific reasons and references to the text. 

6.   A dynamic character is one who changes significantly as a result of events, conflicts, or other forces.  Some of the dynamic characters in The Crucible include John Proctor, Elizabeth Proctor, Mary Warren, and John Hale.  Pick one character, and trace the change he/she undergoes throughout the play.  Be specific in explaining both HOW and WHY this character changes. 

