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In the book Un-Spun: finding facts in a world of disinformation, Brooks Jackson and Kathleen Hall Jamieson wrote, “We live in a World of Spin. It flies at us in the form of misleading commercials for products and political candidates and about public policy matters. It comes from businesses, political leaders, lobbying groups and political parties. Millions are deceived every day…all because of spin. ‘Spin’ is the polite word for deception.”

This course was created so that students leave the classroom with a healthy skepticism about the arguments around them. Friends, writers, reporters, filmmakers, advertisers and politicians persuade. This course will allow students to understand how they are manipulated on a daily basis and equip them with the ability to seek out facts and create fair and balanced arguments.
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Eleventh grade English revolves around the idea of language. The purpose of this course is to equip students with the knowledge and skills to listen carefully, to evaluate arguments, to discern tone and to analyze and implement rhetorical strategies in writing. Students will leave this course with an understanding of how we are manipulated and persuaded, but they will also leave armed with the tools to make logical and reasoned decisions.
• Reading Skills: Students will understand the rhetorical triangle, appeals, and the rhetorical effects of tone. Students will understand how stylistic choices meet an author’s intent.
• Writing Skills: Students will understand that authors make stylistic choices and employ rhetorical and literary techniques based on their intentions, subjects, and their audience. Students will craft their own writing to analyze rhetoric and to synthesize information into a cogent argument. Students will develop a unique writing voice, create sound and logical arguments and be able to justify their stylistic and rhetorical choices.
• Course Content: We will examine various media such as advertising in print and commercial form, newspaper and magazine stories, op-ed pieces, non-fiction essays, memoirs, cartoons, and documentaries. We will also examine how fiction and poetry mirror arguments and examples of persuasion that we experience in the real world.
• Possible Reading Selections: from 40 Model Essays, 1984, Brave New World, Pygmalion, Taming of the Shrew and Animal Farm. In addition to the potential texts listed, students will read excerpts from the news and other current media. Students will also read one independent non-fiction reading selection of their choice (with parental approval).
• Note: It is important for students and parents to understand that this course is about teaching students to decipher rhetoric and persuasion. Throughout the course, students will read and view material that may be biased and even manipulative. The content presented in this course is in no way a reflection of the beliefs of the teacher or Central Bucks School District. Instead, this content will be part of the process of “un-spinning” the arguments that dominate our world and push students to respond with logic, reason and facts.
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o Marking Period:
o 10% Responsibility
o 70% Tests, Quizzes, Writing & Projects (including the Writer’s Notebook and steps of core   pieces)
o 20% Homework, Classwork, Participation
o Semester Grade:
o 10% for each core assessment: Career Plan Essay and Persuasive Product
o 10% for the final exam
o 35% for each marking period
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o Students are expected to submit their own work for evaluation, to give proper and accurate credit when other sources are used both in in-text citations and on a works cited page.
o Plagiarizing (copying) ideas or word for word text on homework, papers, projects, tests, etc. will result in a zero on the assignment.
o Students should, unless otherwise noted, complete all work individually. Students should not allow other students to copy their homework or complete work for another student.
o Students should not use Cliff’s notes, Spark Notes, and any other source as a substitution for reading a text.
o Be honest.

[image: C:\Users\emarks\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\KDBNWM5P\MP900448524[1].jpg]Extra Help: I am available every day, except Mondays, after school. Let me know when you need help. Also, feel free to email me with questions and concerns any time.
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o Arrive on time to class or come with a pass or an excuse note.
o Read the “do now” on the board and follow what it asks you to do. You will also see the daily agenda written on the board.
o Homework: Read the “reminders” and write down your homework assignment. Homework will be noted under the “reminders” on the board every day. Some homework will be collected, some will be given a completion grade and other homework will be required for an in-class activity.
o Behave and be respectful: Stay focused and use appropriate language. Remember that it is important to respect the opinions and differences of your classmates, to listen to me and to your peers and to remain appropriate at all times.
o Binders: Students must keep an organized binder or notebook and folder from which they can pull information upon request. All notes, handouts, group activity work, etc. should be kept in the binder or folder with notes in your notebook.
o In- Class Writings: You will be asked to write responses to topics and it is expected that you will stay on task and write for the full time allotted. THIS WILL BE GRADED.
o Bathroom use: Do not overuse this privilege. You should not leave class on a daily basis.
Anyone who abuses this privilege will lose it. If you need to use the facilities, please choose an appropriate time, sign out take the pass with you. Only one student will be allowed to the bathroom at a time.
o I-pods, etc.: These should be put away at the beginning of class. There will be times when you can use these, but you should always ask permission first if I do not suggest it.


[image: C:\Users\emarks\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\HOQ9ICAS\MP900402265[1].jpg] Attendance: Show up and contribute regularly, responsibly and respectfully at all times. If you are not here, get yourself caught up by talking to your classmates and coming to see me. This is your responsibility. Regularly missing class will leave you overwhelmed with work. Here are some things to remember if you miss class:
• Homework: All homework due the day you are absent must be turn in the day you return or it will be a zero. Extended absences that are excused because of illness only (three or more days in a row) are an exception. You cannot come at the end of the marking period to “make-up” work that you did not hand-in because you were absent. Late work is only ever worth half-credit.
• Class Work: You are responsible for all class work whether or not you are in class. This includes getting copies of notes to place within your binder and completing activities and writers notebook entries that you miss. You should copy notes and complete worksheets when you return to class and you must make-up class activities in a timely fashion.
• Early Dismissal/Field Trips/Family Vacations: If you will miss class for any reason-sports, fieldtrips, family trips or other obligations please let me know ahead of time. It is also your responsibility to make up the work missed- and this may even involve completing an in class activity on your own.
• Missed Tests and Quizzes: The day you return to class, you must schedule a time to make these up with me. These need to be made-up in a timely fashion (no longer than five school days, but preferably sooner) or they will be considered a zero. I reserve the right to alter tests. I urge you to attend class on test days and I will inquire if you are absent from test days frequently (that means more than one time).
• Major Papers and Projects due dates: I do expect that these will be handed into me or emailed to me on time whether or not you are in class. You will receive one Paper/Project Pardon for the semester that you can utilize if you suddenly become ill the day before an assignment is due. Obvious exceptions will be considered on a case-by-case basis; however I will inquire if you consistently hand in late papers/projects. You will lose points in the responsibility column of your grade if you are late handing in assignments. It will be 5 points per day for smaller assignments and 10 points per day for larger assignments up to 3 days. After 5 days of not turning in a paper or project the highest grade you will be able to receive will be a 50%.
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It would be great if your life ran smoothly… if you never felt stressed, if you never had to juggle two major papers and a major test all due on the same day, if you never got sick, if your computer never crashed, if you never left your homework at home on your desk or in the printer, if your pets never died, if you never got in a fight with your best friend, your girlfriend, or your boyfriend, if you never forgot the book you needed to do your homework, if you never fell asleep while reading for your homework, if you never struggled with an assignment…..but then again, you wouldn’t be living life.
Let’s be reasonable; there will be times when things just aren’t going your way and you feel like you need a break. But as a teacher I also need to make sure that I maintain a fair classroom atmosphere and that there isn’t going to be one student who always has an excuse for why his homework or paper is not complete. So, here’s the deal. You will receive FOUR homework Pardons and ONE Paper/Project Pardon for the SEMESTER.
• Each Homework Pardon allows 24 hours more to complete the homework assignment.
When the homework is due, hand in the pardon filled out with the correct information. The homework must be received or shown to me no later than one day after the original due date.
If the assignment was originally due on a Friday you may show it to me the next class day.
• The Paper/Project Pardon allows 48 hours more to complete the paper/project assignment.
When the paper/project is due, hand in the pardon filled out with the correct information. The paper/project must be received no later than 48 hours after the original due date. If 48 hours later is a weekend or a day off, you must EMAIL it to me.
• All other LATE homework will be worth half credit. All other LATE papers/projects will lose 10% per day from the grade otherwise earned. After five days the highest grade possible will be a 50% F. Remember you are also losing points in the responsibility column for late assignments. Avoid this happening!
BONUS: Because good students deserve something, at the end of each marking period students may turn in one unused homework pardon if they meet the following criteria. They will earn one percentage point on their overall marking period grade:
o No zeroes on assignments for the marking period
o No unexcused absences or late arrivals
o No behavior issues
Please understand that I do not make it a practice to bump up students’ grades at random. The above allows students a way to earn a positive change to a marking period grade. I will not change final semester grades.
CHALLENGE and THE “DO-OVER”:
My hope is that you will work hard during this semester and that you will see the challenges that I present as opportunities to learn. Learning involves struggle and I want you to have the ability to be okay with struggling and not have to worry about being perfect the first time for every assessment. The “do-over” allows you to literally “do-over” an assignment- the same exact test, quiz, paper, project, etc. ONE TIME during the semester. Here is how it will work:
• Once I return an assessment to the class, you will have 24 hours to let me know that you would like to “do-over” the assignment.
• You must schedule to make-up the assignment or turn the paper/project in within one week of the assessments being returned. If you don’t show to make-up the test or quiz or you do not submit the paper, your original grade will stand.
• If it is a paper or project, you must submit your original graded assignment with your “do-over”
• You cannot wait until the end of the marking period and choose which assignment to do-over.
• You cannot “do-over” an assignment you didn’t turn-in on time originally.

Again, if you EVER have questions, concerns, etc., come talk to me or email me! I am willing to help you with whatever you may need to be successful!
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Homework Assignment Number 1:

Write a letter of introduction, no more than one page, about yourself. Keep it appropriate and make sure that you include only what you are comfortable sharing. There will be much classroom discussion, as well as presenting occurring in this class and I want you to get comfortable right away! 

DUE: Thursday September 1st 
As soon as you present you will receive your homework and paper pardons.
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